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GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY 

MINUTES OF THE FACULTY SENATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING  -- 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18, 2020 

WebEx 2:15 pm to 4:15 pm 

 

Present:  Lisa Billingham, Melissa Broeckelman Post, Shannon Davis, Tim Leslie, Kumar 

Mehta, Joe Scimecca, Suzanne Slayden, Deborah Crawford (Vice President for Research, 

Innovation, and Economic Impact), Janette Muir (Associate Provost for Undergraduate 

Education), Renate Guilford (Associate Provost of Academic Administration). 
  

I.  Announcements  

• Shannon updated that they were planning on doing stories and photographs for senate, 

but because of the ongoing situation – this would be postponed to Fall. 

• Deborah Crawford (Vice President for Research, Innovation, and Economic Impact): 

o Shared draft of a communication regarding preparing faculty for potential shutting 

down of university and research activities affected by COVID-19 action. 

o Requested feedback regarding the communication language and details 

o Main feedback provided was that there needed to be a clarity regarding the 

process of appeals and how “critical” was determined. 

• Reports from standing committees and ad-hoc committees regarding quality and 

effectiveness of interaction with relevant administration offices. 

 

III.  Progress reports, business, and agenda items from Senate Standing Committees 

A. Academic Policies – no report. 

B. Budget and Resources – Tim Leslie 

• Conversation with Provost's office about the goal of having out of state tuition 

waivers   

• Conversation with Budget office regarding budget models will be available by 

end of April. 

C. Faculty Matters – Joe Scimecca 

• The Faculty Evaluation of Administrators comments have been summarized, 

and the final report should be released soon.   

• BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) Policy: with online only instruction for 

remainder of Spring semester, discussion of this policy is not relevant at this 

time. 

D. Nominations – Melissa Broeckelman-Post 

• Call for parking appeals committee nomination along with other all other 

committees will be sent out before end of the semester  
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• Will be sending out the call for BOV representatives   

E. Organization and Operations – Lisa Billingham 

Committee will be sending out a note to all standing committees for any changes that 

need to be made to the charge of the committees.   

With new incoming president, the committee has placed things on hold regarding 

recommendations about liaison vs. ombudsman office. The committee will make a 

recommendation to the president's office after having had an opportunity to discuss the 

matter with the incoming president.  After that the committee will finalize and present 

its proposal to the senate.  

IV.  Other Committees/Faculty Representatives 

Mason Core Committee -   

The committee had a meeting with leadership.  There is worry about losing Mason core 

designation.  There is also a concern about the committee being in cognitive overload 

with all the requests and new demands on their time.  The committee will review 

proposals in March and April.  They will not be coming to the senate in Fall after the 

committee has met. 

V. New Business, Updates, and Discussion 

• Discussed and agreed to move the April 1, 2020 Faculty Senate Meeting to an electronic 

meeting 

• Online Education – meeting with Michelle Marks scheduled for March 24 12p @ Mason 

Club has been requested to rescheduled to an online meeting. 

• Master Planning meeting has been scheduled for April 1 at 1pm and will be conducted 

online. 

• Faculty Conduct Working Group 

o Committee has final draft of policies and procedures 

o Is working with HR and revised ethic policies  

o Are in discussion regarding the scope and completeness.  

o On matter of training, the committee believes that HR is better qualified to 

formulate and propose the addendum on training. 

• Inclusion of report from police to the senate was discussed.  Under the changed 

circumstances, a decision on nature of the report and frequency was deferred 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kumar Mehta 

Secretary 


